Aid pours 
In for 


_ LINDA BERWICK, the 26- 
year-old blind and spastic girl 
who was the subject of a front 
page story-in last month’s 
_, Spastics News after her home 
= was calilously robbed and 
> yandalised, is gradually re- 
gaining a little faith in human 


nature. 


Ey ~ Following publicity about 
this despicable crime in a 
London evening newspaper, 
Linda has received £134*+from 
_ readers. In addition, an East 
End publican raised £476 for 
her by by the raffle of some 
boxing gloves which were a 
memento of the Ali-Frazier 
title fight in New York four 
years ago. 
Money has also come in 
from many individual well- 
_ wishers, including £1 from a 
_ Spastics News reader in 
_ Scotland. Perhaps the most 
encouraging response. was a 
donation of £25 from the 
inmates of an open prison, 
with a coyerins letter saying 
in effect *. .. We’re not all as 
_ bad as that...’ ’ 
- Linda has bought a new 
tape recorder, cassettes and a 
_ braille watch. The latter was 
not cheap but she says com- 
_ pared with the American pre- 
_ Sentation model which was 
. Stolen ‘It’s just a load of old 
_ rubbish.’ She is waiting to re- 
_ place other equipment while 
she shops around for the best 
 yalue. 


_ She has also donated £200 
_ to charity, including the Dis- 
abled Fellowship Club, of 
- which she is a founder-chair- 
- man, and the Muriel Braddick 
_ Foundation which runs a tape 
 seryice for the disabled. 


Town opened its | 
heart to Jenny 


THE smile of Jenny 
Milano won the hearts of 
the people of Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk, and no 
sooner had the local people 
launched a £300 appeal to 


The Ranier seh 


groups confer 


INFORMATION of the many 
vital- aids available to help 
handicapped people to live an 
easier and more mobile life 
were given to the audience at 
The Spastics Society's South 
East Regional Conference on 
Sunday, September 28, at Dene 
Park Further Education 
Centre, Tonbridge, Kent. 

The theme of the day’s talks 
was ‘Design for Living for the 
Handicapped: 


~ about integration 


4 THE Director’ of The 
’ Spastics Society, Mr James 
Loring, described as ‘hypo- 


Critical nonsense’ much of 
the talk about integration 
of handicapped people 


- into society. ‘And it will 
Temain so until we so 


Organise city life, that 
handicapped people can 
--moye about almost as 
easily as the non-handi- 
capped,’ he said, speaking 
at the ICPS Seminar in 
_ Arnhem. 

; ‘Tt is still extremely difficult 
for a handicapped person to 
- moye around, to use a public 
lavatory, to enter a church, a 
cinema, a theatre or a public 
_ building of any sort. Indeed, 
many handicapped people are 
excluded from theatres and 
cinemas and, in some cases, 
_eyen as spectators in sports 


find it very difficult to cope 
with people in wheelchairs.’ 

Mr Loring pointed out that 
in many cases quality of life 
for the handicapped and 
quality of life for the non- 
~ handicapped were indivisible. 
fe Many of the problems which 
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Stadiums. Many supermarkets | 
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faced ‘disabled people in 
everyday life were also prob- 
lems for the non-handicapped. 
For example, a woman with a 
pram was faced with very 
similar difficulties to a person 
in a wheelchair. 

“The aim should be, 
wherever possible, to allow the 
handicapped person to live in 
the community,’ he said, “They 
should be integrated and not 
segregated, that their lives 
should be made as normal as 
possible.’ 

He added that wherever 
possible, handicapped people 
should not live in institutions. 
And most preferred that no 
part of their support was pro- 
vided by friends and neigh- 
bours. They preferred it to be 
provided on a business footing, 
so that they are not reduced to 
a perpetual state of gratitude 
with the attendant complete 
lack of security. 

‘Ideal situations of this 
sort will, of course, make 
heavy demands upon public 
services,’ he said. ‘But if we 
are to aim at independence for 
the handicapped, if we are to 
aim at normalisation and in- 
tegration, the demands on re- 
sources will be quite con- 
siderable, > : ; 
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buy her an electric wheel- 
chair than the money was 
raised. 

The Bury Free Press used 
Jenny’s picture on its front 
page and explained ‘that the 
13-year-old spastic girl was 
longing for the independence 
that an electric wheelchair 
would give her, 

Staff looking after Jenny at 
the Brooklands home _ for 
handicapped children at Bury 
St Edmunds told the paper 
that Jenny would probably be 
in a wheelchair for life and 
‘it’s vita] that she has one she 
can get about in. They felt 
Jenny would be able to do a 


lot more for herself if she was 
mobile. 


So the Free Press launched 
an appeal for £300 to buy the 
chair under the headline: 
‘Help Jenny to a full life.” The 
paper started the ball rolting 
with» a £10 donation, the 
reporting staff had a £6 whip- 
round, and then the money 
started pouring in from 
readers. Old age pensioners 
had a collection at their lun- 
cheon club, children went 
collecting round villages, and 
office and factory workers in 
the town turned out their 
pockets for the fund. 


Almost as soon as it opened 
the fund was closed—with 
well over £300 raised. The 
paper was able to thank its 
‘wonderful readers,’ and the 
staff at Jenny’s home was able 
to order the chair. 

Which all goes to show how 
important it is to have a lively 
local paper on your side when 
you need to raise funds 
quickly. 

Picture of Jenny by 
courtesy of the Bury 
Free Press. 
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FLOWERS for a Princess. 


“Crown Princess Beatrix of 


the Netherlands receives a 
bouquet from Carol Mat- 
thews, 18, a student from 
Sidcup in Kent. The Prin- 
cess went on to watch a 


variety of physical educa- 


~ Such hypocritical nonsense they talk 


THE: future for four 


namese orphans looked bleak as 
Saigon fell at the beginning of this 
year. They were Binh, Luom, Hung 
and Thi Yen, severely handicapped 
spastics living in an orphanage where 
they received no treatment whatso- 
ever. Then as the Communist forces 
closed in, hope came as the Daily 
Mail organised its airlift, bringing 
100 orphans to England and safety. 
spastic children were 


The four 
among them. 


In September they began treat- 
ment at White Lodge Children’s Day 
Centre at Chertsey, Surrey, which is 


tion activities at the Papen- 
dal Spors Centre during the 
ICPS Seminar at Arnhem, 
and joined in a discussion 
with a group of severely 
physically handicapped 
people. More about the 
seminar on Page 2. 


The 


little Viet- 


allow. 


back page. 


MP shows 


flag for 
spastics 


THE  Spastics Society 
found a champion in Stoke- 
on-Trent MP Mr Jack 


Ashley, pictured right, at 
the City of London flag day 
in September. Mr Ashley 
was indignant at the news 
that collectors who are 
obviously spastic, might 
face prosecution under the 
Vagrancy Act as ‘rogues 
and yagabonds.’ Quick to 
take action, he took up a 
collecting box and joined. 
the flag sellers in the City. 

He gave several interviews 
on the subject, and said that 
he would be taking the mat- 


ter up with the Home Office. 
Among the people collecting 
during the flag day were 23 
spastics from the Pinner 
Work Centre. But there were 
no arrests. Altogether about 
£980 were raised, 
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From Saigon to security 


supported by three local groups of © 
The Spastics Society. And now their 
future is bright. With the help of 
their friends such as White Lodge 
physiotherapist Mrs Frances Davies © 
(centre) and Mrs Jill McLaren, the 
nurse in charge of handicapped 
children at the Ockenden Venture’s — 
Kilmore House, Camberley — pic- — 
tured ‘helping Thi Yen on to her 
feet — it is hoped that the children 
may learn to walk, talk and lead as 
normal lives as their handicaps will 


Full story and more pictures on 


vy. 
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STEPHEN GARDINER, of Coombe Farm Centre, 
shows that a severely disabled person is not necessarily 


handicapped when it comes to painting. 


trying out this relatively new pastime. 
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|So much time to 


Spare —can we 
use It wisely ? 


IT is one of the hard facts of life that severely 
physically handicapped people have far more 


leisure time than the able bodied. And yet they 
have fewer means at their disposal to make use 


of it. | 
And that, 
shell, was what the 
International Cerebral 
Palsy Society’s Holland 
seminar was all about. 


it gave the 400 or so 
delegates, from a wide 
variety of different 
backgrounds and cul- 
tures, the opportunity 
to take part in a mam- 
moth crossflow of ideas 
on how the lives of all 
people — not just the 
handicapped — can be 
enriched through the 
constructive and mean- 
ingful use of leisure. 


in a nut- 


WHEELCHAIR dancing—and non-handicapped delegates joined the handicapped in 


Delegates came from all 
over the world, including 
Japan, Australia, USA, 
Canada, South Africa, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, 
Poland, Yugoslavia and 
most of the Western Euro- 
The week 
long seminar was held 
Het Dorp—in Dutch- ‘the 
village’-—which is a show- 
piece village for severely 
handicapped people at 
Arnhem. 


MOTIVATION 


Although a wide range of 
sporting and cultural pursuits 
for handicapped people were 
demonstrated, .the event was 
by no means just an exhi- 
bition of activities to help the 
disabled pass the time. How 
a person paints a picture or 
plays a game. is after all an 
expression of himself as a per- 
son. The seminar delved quite 
deeply into such matters as 
‘motivation of life.’ 

Said the conference chair- 
man, Mr. Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, who is Chairman of the 
Sports and Leisure Group of 
the ICPS, ‘We are very much 
concerned with the quality of 
life, and the practical use of 
spare time to improve quality 
of life. Weare also concerned 
with community integration. 
And this can be brought about 
by the effective use of leisure. 


pean countries. 


‘The range of activities being 
demonstrated here are by no 
means exclusive to the dis- 
abled. They include such 


“ONE of the Dutch delegates tries her 


from her wheelchair. 


things as sailing, pottery, art 
and horse riding. which can be 
enjoyed by everyone whether 
they are handicapped or not.’ 

The range of leisure pur- 
suits included at the seminar 
Was extremely varied. It even 
included a session on sexuality 
and handicapped people, and 
personal relationships. 

One of the most important 
aspects of the seminar was that 
about a third of the delegates 
were themselves physically 
handicapped, most of them 
severely. In the past. confer- 
ences on matters relating to 
handicapped people have often 
involved elite groups of pro- 
fessionals getting together to 
work out their ideas of how 
the handicapped should spend 
their time. 

On this occasion the handi- 
capped delegates took every 
opportunity to put their own 
views forward, often both 
forcefully and critically. Many 
are clearly no longer content 
to remain passive listeners. 

The fact that so many 
disabled people attended had 
the additional effect that it 
turned the seminar into a very 


Astounding’ was the verdict 
on skill of UK sports teams 


‘FANTASTIC! That was 
how The Spastics Society’s 


Physical Education 
Adviser, Mr Arthur 
Edwards, described 
reaction to the various 


activities demonstrated by 
UK teams at the Arnhem 
seminar. 

‘People were particularly 
impressed by the wheelchair 
dancing display,’ he said. ‘This 
isn’t widely known about out- 
side Britain, and those who 


_ saw the display were thrilled. 


Since the seminar we have 
been inundated with requests 
from overseas organisations 


who want to try it. 

‘The specially adapted sail- 
ing dinghy created a bot of 
interest as well. One of our 
main objectives is -to give 
handicapped people the oppor- 
tunity to take part in sports 
in which ordinary non handi- 
eapped people participate, and 
this dinghy should open up 
new horizons for handicapped 
sailors, 


‘On the same level, nena 
were astounded at the per- 
formance put on by our handi- 
capped horse riders. Many 
overseas countries have riding 
for the handicapped. But they 
seldom let the horses off the 
leading rein. 

‘They were amazed that our 
riders actually controlled the 
horses themselves. One of the 
Dutch instructors had to be 
physically prevented from 
taking hold of the horse of one 


rider because she could 
believe she could 
without help. 


not 
manage it 


One of the most fascinating 
displays was a series of exer- 
cises under the direction of 
Doug McGregor, _ physical 
education tutor at the National 
Star Centre for Spastics at 
Ullenwood Manor, near 
Cheltenham. The exercises 
involved young adult  spastics 
working in pairs. 

The exercises they had to do 
were fairly simple. One had 
to turn the other over from a 
prostrate to a prone position, 
while he did everything in his 
power to resist. In another, 
one partner lay across the back 
of the other who was crouch- 
ing on all fours, and rocking 
backwards and forwards, 

Without explanation it was 
difficult to see the point of all 
this. But Mr McGregor 
pointed out to spectators that it 
gave the opportunity to express 
‘controlled aggression, which 
was yery good for handicapped 
people who seldom had the 
opportunity to get rid of their 
natural aggressive tendencies. 
Being chairbound they were so 
often in a passive role. 

- The exercises also helped to 
alleviate the ‘touch  starva- 
tion’ which arose from lack of 
physical contact with other 
people. They also fostered a 
sense of trust im other people. 
You had to trust someone on 
whom you were relying for 
Support. 

This hast aspect was demon- 


strated by Stephen Gardiner, 


of The Spastics Society’s 
Coombe Farm residential 
centre. Stephen spends most 


of his time in a wheel chair. 
He has speech difficulties, and 
hitthke use of his arms, but he 
can stand upright if supported. 

Doug McGregor and one of 
the boys taking part, sup- 
ported Steve between them and 
began to rock him from one to 
the other. At first Steve 
looked worried, but soon he 
began to trust his partners, 
who increased the distance 
between them by degrees until 
the arc through which he was 
being rocked became quite 
considerable. Once he realised 
that he was not going to fall 
he relaxed and placed all his 
trust in his supporters. 


Another unlikely sport for 
handicapped people was judo. 
But a Dutch team, which 
included two youngsters who 
couldn’t even walk,. gave a 
fascinating display of this 
Oriental art. And  physio- 
therapist Mr Hari Hofmeyer 
said that a disabled team had 
put up a very creditable dis- 
play against an able bodied 
team. 

The physical education 
demonstrations at the seminar 
were by no means one sided. 
Able bodied people were 
invited to have a Bo at wheel- 
chair dancing, - wheelchair 
basketball and so on, so that 
they, too, could discover at first 
hand, just what a chairbound 
person cam achieve, 


while 


CCR eh ttt, > 
hands at pottery 


practical demonstration of 
integration between the handj- 
capped and able bodied. Before — 
Jong many of the inhibitions 
and misunderstandings which — 
so often force people into — 
separate camps were swept — 
away, as people found that 
they could communicate 
through a common interest. — 
PETER COOK, 


His plea on 
isolation of 
handicapped 


‘VENTURE Integration..-That ~~ 
was the name which Mr Bill 
Hargreaves, The  Spastics 
Society's Head of Recreational 
Services, gave to his proposal — 
for a new move to involve 
more and more _ severely 
handicapped people in com- 
munity life. He was speaking 
at the ICPS Seminar oe 
Arnhem. er 

“Many people do not think 
they have properly helped 
spastic people unless they 
have a building of some de- — 
Seription to show for their — 
years of effort,’ he said. “But 
centres provide the 
answers to some spastic people, 
they are not by any means the — 
whole answer for anywhere — 
near all spastic people, the 
great majority of whom will be — 
outside centres anyway. 7 

‘The product of The Spdstics — 
Society's work over the years 
is the number of spastic men, _ 
women and children we see 
The 4 


nowadays in the street. 
next step, logically, is that — 
spastic individuals should ~ 


gradually become involved in- 
the social and cultural life of — 
the community and this in my _ 
view can only be done with 
the help of able-bodied 
people.’ RB: 

Mr Hargreaves appealed to 
his audience to get to know 
individual spastic people in 
their localities, and to find out — 
their interests. This would be a 
prelude to introducing them to — 
clubs and organisations with 
mutual interests. ‘If a handi- 
capped. person shares an 
interest with an able- bodied 
person, then the handicap will — 
vanish in the eyes of ae 
able-bodied.’ 

Speaking of the isolation of g 
Spastics, he said that until he — 
was 32 he had staggered his 
way through life as an indi- — 
vidual who happened to be — 
handicapped. Suddenly a new 
word impinged itself on the 
British public, and he found — 
that he was ‘spastic.’ 

‘The very essence of seg- — 
regating us all out as spastic — 
people, has created a loneliness 
that is. quite different from 
ordinary loneliness,’ he said. | 
‘It is the loneliness of a 
minority group fighting an — 
uphill battle for acceptance ia 
the Sopsauiaiiy 
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AGM: Executive Council candidates 


WHEN THE SPASTICS 


SOCIETY holds 


its 


“Annual General Meet- 


‘ing in 
-November 1, 


London’ on 


one of 


‘the most vital events 
of the day will be the 


election for member- 
ship of the Executive 
‘Council, the ultimate 


decision - making body 


of the Society. There 
are nine candidates for 
the six vacancies, and 
to help members who 


- are entitled to vote at 


LEONARD DAY is from 


York, and is the assistant 


accountant at York Min- 
ster. He was chairman of 


the York and District Spas- 


WILLIAM BURN is a 
retired chartered account- 
ant living in Cirencester, is 
the parent of a spastic, and 
has close connections with 
the Croydon, Sutton and 
District Group. He has 
been a member of the then 
Executive Committee of 
The Spastics Society since 


*ADRIAN WRIGHT is a 
solicitor from Bristol, and 
he is himself spastic. Mr 
Wright has been associa- 
ted with The Spastics 
Society for many years, 
and he has been a member 
of the Executive Council 
since 1972. He is involved 


‘the AGM, Spastics 


| 


News today prints 
pictures and short 
biographies of the men 
and women nominated. 


The Society’s Chairman, 
Mr Dorrien Belson, is 
delighted that once again 
the election will be keenly 
contested, and that so 
many high-calibre people 
are willing to serve on the 
Council. ‘The election is 
a very healthy sign of the 
Society’s vigour, he said. 
‘We are indeed fortunate 
that people with such 
varied skills and ex- 


perience are willing to give 
up their time to work for 
the handicapped on a 
national level. Previously 
many members of the 
Council have been chiefly 
concerned. with the prob- 
lems and needs of spastic 
people in their own areas, 
and when they are elected 
they find a new challenge 
in turning from the local 
issues to the overall work 
of the Society throughout 
England and Wales.’ 
Normally there are only five 
vacancies on the Executive 
Council each year, as a third 
of the 15-strong Council 
retires annually. This year, 


however, there are Six 


vacancies because the Execu- 


tive Council used its powers to 
co-opt Mr Denis Bean to 
membership to fill a casual 
vacancy. However, now that the 
Annual General Meeting has 
come round again, Mr Bean 
offers himself for normal 
re-election together with the 


other retiring members of the’ 


Council. 


The Executive Council can 
best be described as the 
Society’s ‘Cabinet.’ Its powers 
are summed up in the Articles 
of Association as: ‘The affairs 
and property of the Society 
shall be controlled and man- 
aged by the Executive Coun- 
cil. Jt may exercise all such 


powers of the Society... . 


A member is elected for a 
three-year term, and attends 
meetings six times a year at 
the Society’s London head- 
quarters. To be nominated 
for Council membership, a 
candidate must be ‘eligible,’ 
and this bars anybody who is 
an employee of the Society, 
or who receives any kind of 
remuneration from an affiliated 
group. Each candidate has to 
be: supported by three mem- 
bers of the Society who must 
sign his or her nomination 
paper. .Then comes the elec- 
tion at the AGM when hun- 
dreds of. delegates who have 
voting powers make the final 
decision. It is a democratic 
system which works well and 
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results in an Executive Coun- 


cil composed of people from 
all walks of life and a wide 
variety of professional 
experience. a 


The Council is supported by 
a Management Board. and 
three main committees — 
Resources, Finance, Public 
Relations and Fund-raising. Ph 
this way maximum efficiency is 
achieved and close links main- 


tained between ©’ voluntary 
workers and the Society’s staff. 
Following the Executive 


Council election at the AGM, 


the new Council will meet to | 


hold its own election for the 
positions of Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman and Hon Treasurer; 
for the ensuing year. 


tics Group from 1963-75, 


and is currently a member 
of the executive com- 
mittee of the group. 
Mr Day is a member of 
the Resources Committee 
of The Spastics Society and 
chairman of the Regional 
Co-ordinating Comimittee 
of the North East Region. 
Mr Day is the parent of a 
spastic child, and has spent 
much of the past 22 years 
working for the Society in 
various capacities. He will 
be retiring from York 


‘Minster in about a year and 


hopes to spend more time 
working for spastics. He is 


concerned with encourag- 


ing a Close liaison between 
the various organisations 
dedicated to helping the 
physically and mentally 
handicapped, 

1959 and was Chairman of 
the Executive Council from 
1966 to 1973. Previously 
he was Honorary Treasurer 
of The Spastics Society 
from 1960 to 1966, and he 


has been an_ ex-officio 
member of every. com- 
mittee and. other body 


appointed by the Executive 
Council.. In addition he is 
a member of the manage- 
ment committees of both 
Wakes Hall, the adult resi- 
dential centre run by the 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics,, and Colwal) 
Court, the SOS holiday 
home for children. He is 
a trustee of the Friends of 
Spastics League, and for- 
merly he was a member of 
the Advisory Research 
Board of The _ Spastics 
Society. He has also held 
the position of Chairman 
of the Regions Committee. 
Mr Burn was Chairman of 
Spastics Shops Ltd. 


with a large number of 
organisations and is chair- 
man of the Kingsley Hall 
Sub-Committee, the Even- 
ing Club Committee, and 
the Association of °62 
Clubs—clubs run by spas- 
tics for spastics—a position 
he has held since August 
1967. He is treasurer of 
the Bristol and Bath °62 
Club and its vice-president. 
He is a some time member 
of the Council of William 
Temple Association and 
chairman of the local 
branch. In addition he is 
secretary of the committee 
of Abbeyfield Bristol 
Society, and he is founder 
of the Clifton and Hot- 
wells Improvement Society, 
and a member of the com- 
mittee until] 1971. He is a 
solicitor in practice on his 
own account, and has 
experience of doing work 
for local charities. 


*Denotes retiring member of the Executiye Council. 


*DR MILLICENT 


REGAN, MBChB, DPH, 
MFCM, is area specialist 
in community medicine 
(Social Services) for the 
Sefton Area Health 
Authority. She has 
additional responsibilities 


for the registration of nur- 
sing homes, adoptions, 
rehabilitation, family plan- 
ning and non-accidental 
injuries within the Author- 
ity. Dr Regan is 2 mem- 
ber of the Merseyside 
Committee on Cerebral 
Palsy for The Spastics 
Society. She is also advisor 
to the board of governors 
of Melrose House and 
Ronald House special 
schools. In addition she 
is a member of the Sefton 
Association for Mental 
Health, the Society of 
Community Medicine, 2nd 
a Past President of the 
Soroptomist Club of 
Bootle. She has previous 
experience as a_ general 
practitioner, has been 
deputy Medical Officer of 
Health and Deputy Princi- 
pal School Medical Officer 
to Boot. She was also 
Assistant Senior Medical 
Officer at Liverpool 
Regional Hospital Board. 


PETER RIGBY is a com- 
pany director living in Lon- 
don. He is the chairman 
and founder of the Horn- 
sey Centre for MHandi- 
capped Children, a day 
ceatre which educates and 
treats children of varying 
handicaps, mostly of nur- 
sery school age. He is a 
member of his local group 


-Borough Council 


of The Spastics Society, 


and has been closely in- 
volved with this since its 
inception. Mr Rigby was 
a member of Hornsey 
from 
1953 to 1964 and was 
Mayor during the year 
1963 to 1964. Since 1964 
he has been a member of 
Haringey Council. He was 
leader of the Council from 
1968 to 1971. He was a 
member of the Middlesex 
County Council from 1961 
to 1965, and has been a 
member of the City of 
London Corporation siace 
1972. He is a member 
and chairman of various 
schools, governing and 
public bodies, and Vice- 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society’s Resources Com- 
mittee, and chairman of the 
Resources Planning sub- 
committee. He is also a 


magistrate. Mr-Rigby is a 
co-founder of the Habinteg 
Housing Association. 


MRS VALERIE CLEGG 
is from Walton-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire. She is press 
officer for the East Staf- 
fordshire Spastics Society, 


and a_ yoluntary social” 


worker for the Women’s 
Institute. She is a_ past 
president of her Women’s 
Institute, and is currently a 
committee member. A 
former social worker, she 
is used to public speaking 
and representing societies 
at county meetings. She was 
assistant social worker with 
the Social Services Depart- 
ment in Burton-on-Trent, 
when she was principally 
concerned with physically 
handicapped people. This 
brought her in touch with 
a number of local spastic 
people. At the inaugural 
meeting of the East Staf- 
fordshire Spastics Society 
she was elected to the com- 
mittee. Mrs Clegg also 
runs a Slimming club in 
Lichfield, 


*CLARA WILLIAMS is 
a housewife from Ponty- 


pool, Gwent. She is the 
parent of a spastic child, 
and chairman of the Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Society 
of which she is also the 
founder. She is also chair- 
man of its local committees. 
In addition she is trustee 
and a member of the 


management committee of_ 


*DENIS BEAN, from 
Berkhamsted, Herts, is a 
retired director of British 
Petroleum Trading Limited 
and managing director of 
BP Chemicals Inter- 
national. He was chairman 
of the Hemel Hempstead 


> 


DR GEORGE SCRIM- 
SHAW is a research chem- 
ist from Southport, 
Merseyside. He is chair- 
man of the management 
committee of Ellerslie 


Monmouthshire Spasties 
Society work centre, and 


a member of the South 
Wales District Committee. 
Other organisations with 
which she is involved in- 
clude the Monmouthshire 
Trefoil Guild, of which she 


is treasurer, and the Ponty- — 


pool Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club, of 
which she is past treasurer. 
She is vice-chairman of 
Pontypool Women’s Con- 
servative Association and a 
past committee member of | 
the Hospital League of 


Friends, and a member of — 
a special committee con-— 


cerned with building a 
swimming pool for the 


handicapped. She is also 


president of Torfaen 
PHAB Club, a member of 
Gwent Area _ Health 
Authority sub-committee 
and a member of the Wales 
Council for the Disabled 
sub-committee. She has 
been a member of the 
Executive Council since 
1972. : 


and District Group of The 
Spastics Society from 1957 
to 1967 and again from 


1971 to the present day. 
He has also been chairman 
of the Hertfordshire Spas- 
tics Society since 1972 and 
previously was chairman 
from the seven years prior 
to 1967. In addition he is 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society’s Public Relations 
and Fund Raising Com- 
mittee and is a member of 
the East Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. He 
has served on several com- 
mittees in his business 
career, and is a former 
member of management 
committees at Sherrards 
Industrial Training Centre, 
Welwyn, and at the Wat- 
ford Treatment Centre. He 
was co-opted a member of 
the . Executive Council 
cil earlier this year. 


Court holiday home for 


spastics at Southport, 
which is run by the South- 
port, Formby and District 
Spastics Society. He is the 
representative of the South- 
port group on the North 
West Regional Co-ordinat- 
ing Committee, of which 
he is also vice-chairman, | 
and is a member of its Pro- 
ject sub-committee. He is 
a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of East Anglia, where 
he gained his MSc, and he 
gained his PhD at the 
University of Wales. His 
National Service was spent 
with the RAF in Southern 
Rhodesia. Currently he is 
working at Pilkington 
Brothers Laboratories in 
Lancashire. He is the co- 
author of several research 
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-the 1975 Special Achievement 


te Award for spastics include the 


Baroness D’Arcy de Knayth, 


who has done sterling work on 
‘behalf of the disabled in the 
ea. 
na a 
ees 
; a ~ which he was travelling was 
wrecked in India several years 


~House of Lords, and James 
“Cameron, the journalist and 
“author, who received appalling 
injuries when the jeep in 


ago. Although he was given 
up fer dead, he eventually 
_Fecoyered, and after open- 


heart surgery now has an 


electronic pacemaker as a 
_ souvenir. 
Sir- Geoffrey Jackson, the 


British diplomat who survived 
many months as a captive of 
guerillas in South America, is 
again a member of the panel; 
he was one of the original 
judges of the award in 1972, 
and is joined by Danny Hearn, 
.the well-known rugby inter- 
national who sustained a 
broken neck when playing 


" against New Zealand a few 


years ago. Danny, who is now 
“ma 20as«6Cwheelchair, teaches 


Famous judges for 
Achievement Award 


“FAMOUS personalities who 
will join the judging panel of 


economics at Haileybury. 

If you know any cats 
who you think could qualify 
for this year’s award, please 
send details about him or her 
to Mrs Nina Heycock. Infor- 
mation required includes name 
and address, approximate age 
and as much background in- 
formation as possible. Mrs 


Heycock organises the event . 


on behalf of The Spastics 
Society, and her address is 
88/89 Queen’s Gate, London, 
SW7. Closing date for entries 


Phantom donor 


ONCE again an anonymous 
donor has presented £100 in 
notes to the Wakes Hall Resi- 
dential Centre for older 
spastics run by the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. 
Altogether this man has given 
£450 to the centre. Each dona- 
tion has been made in the same 
way and every time the bene- 


factor has left before the 
Warden could. thank him 
properly. 


Musical publicit “ee 


A HAPPY inspiration by second-year medical student Alastair 
Watson, son of Mr Donald Watson, financial adviser to the Scot- 
tish Council for Spastics, led to a welcome fillip for Scottish 
funds during the recent Edinburgh International Festival. 

_ With five other Cambridge students including a pianist, they 
“formed the Corpus Christi Wind Quintet and organised a series 
‘of three concerts in St John’s Church, Princess Street, Edinburgh, 
_playing music by Mozart, Nielsen, Hindemith .and others. 
_Admission was by programme which included a brief but telling 
account of the work accomplished by the Scottish Council and 


the new projects going ahead. 


With Edinburgh choc-a-bloc with visitors from all over the 


world, not only did the Scottish appeal funds benefit but the 


work of the Council was publicised to a far wider audience than 


is normally possible. 


ee Cards Ltd. 
GREETINGS CARDS PUBLISHING COMPANY OF THE 
SPASTICS SOCIETY 


Please support your 
local Spastics Society 
Group by buying your 
Christmas Cards and 

Sundries trom them 


373% of the sales value of 
the cards is donated to the 
Group for local use 
Spastics Cards Ltd. profits are donated 
to The Spastics Society 


A full colour brochure is available from your 
: local Group or write to: 


nastics Cards 


RIDGEWAY, IVER, BUCKS 


is Monday, December 8, 1975. 


THE Hywel Da Society, 
formed from a group of 
Chapel ministers and 
young people from the 
Login area of Carmarthen- 
shire, aims to make one 
major fund-raising effort 
each year. Im 1975, the 
organisation decided to 
support the — recently- 
formed Carmarthenshire 
“Spastic and Disabled Per- 
sons’ Society. 

Members organised a 
10-mile sponsored walk in 
which 106 people took 
part, including six chapel 
ministers. The effort raised 
£918.60 and a cheque for 
this amount was handed 
over after a singing festival 
in Pisgah Chapel, Llandi- 
silio. 

Picture shews Miss 
Eunice Williams (centre, 
left), of the Hywel Da 
Society, presenting the 
cheque to Mrs Elaine 


Lid. 


Phone IVER 651930 


SNOCT37 


‘Major effort’ nets cheque 


OCTOBER 1975 


Art bursary 
for Gerry 


SOUTHAMPTON artist Garry 
Conway has been awarded a 
bursary worth £160 by the © 
Southem Arts Association, — 
Garry, a 33-year-old spastic; a 
was one of 14 chosen to receive 
the bursary out of 107 apels 
cants. 3 

The theme of Garry’s paint 
ing is an attempt to convey — 
musical rhythms on canvas. ing 
the past his inspiration has 
always come from jazz, but — 
more recently he has turned 
to the work of classical come 


posers. 


/ 


LAWREST 


Upholstery 


to match 


Roberts, secretary of the 


Carmarthenshire Spastic 
and Disabled Persons’ GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY 
Society. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Western Telegraph, 
Haverfordwest. 


Three-piece suites 


Write for our fully illustrated 
brochure to 


W. LAWRENCE & SONS (FURN.) LTD 
LAWREST WORKS, NAPHILL 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS 


Fine start 
to Trinity 
Appeal 


IN exactly six months, the 
sum of £32,107 has been 
collected for the new 
Trinity Centre for Spastics, 
in Edinburgh, it was 
announced in September. 


Mr Ernest Herrald, 
chairman of the Trinity 
Appeal, said the result 
represented a very good 
effort towards the £150.000 
required to complete the 
£400,000 scheme. 


The new Trinity Centre 
which will cater for double 
the 75 adult spastics cared for 
at the present premises, is now 
under construction at Loaning 
Road, Restalrig, Edinburgh. It 
will include a _ purpose-built 
‘sheltered workshop’ laundry, 
occupational training and 
work centres and a day-care 
unit. 
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For erage B AC ORAIL FE 


THE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BARRIER | 
FOR KERBSIDES, STAIRCASES, PLAY AREAS 
Carried in stock for immediate delivery. 


J. KE. Eltherington 


& SON (ALUMINIUM) LTD 


15 PEMBERTON ST, HULL. ra Hull 20336 
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They seek 
pen friends 


MISS VICTORIA RANDALL, 
a resident of the Society’s 
Daresbury Hall Centre, would 
like a male pen friend. 

Miss Randall, who is 28, 
enjoys reading books about 
the Royal Family and watch- 
ing TV. She has a sister who 
is a doctor. Please write to 
her at Daresbury Hall, Dares- 
bury, near Warrington, Lanca- 
shire, 


Building Contractors House-Builders 
14 CASTLE ST. READING 56502 
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Lincolnshire Automatics 
Equipment Ltd 


SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES. OF 
AWD AND GAMING MACHINES. 
RADIO CONTROL SERVICE 
VEHICLES ON CALL FROM 10 am 
TO 10 pm 7 DAYS PER WEEK. 


‘Savoy,’ 207 North Promenade, 


Cleethorpes, South Humberside DN35 8SL 
ae oe en 0472 67147 


MISS JOYCE GAWNE, a 
resident of the  Society’s 
Scalesceugh Hall centre, would 
like a male pen-friend, prefer- 
ably somebody living in Hol- 
land. 

Miss Gawne, who is aged 32, 
likes crocheting and sewing 
toys. She is also interested 
in reading and writing. Please 
write to her at Scalesceugh 
Hall, Carleton, near Carlisle 


Industrial Plumbing, rieanenen Electrical 
and Ventilating Engineers 


LAMBERT 
& WHITNEY 
LIMITED 


79 BRIDGE ROAD, EAST MOLESEY, 
SURREY Tel. 01-979 0105/0901 SNOCT23 


‘Swinging 
away to 
“sailing 


_ thrills 


thrills and excite- 
ey ot sailing dinghy 
racing, have been brought 
within the reach of severely 
disabled people, by two 
_ Swansea men. They have 
invented a swinging arm 
eat, which enables the 
andicapped helmsman (or 
_ woman) to trayel from one 
side of the boat- to the 
ther quickly and easily as 
the vessel comes about. 
The device is the brainchild 
of Mr Emlyn Davies, The 
_ Spastics Society's Senior 
Regional Officer for Wales. 
_ Said Mr Davies: ‘I wanted to 
= produce something = which 
would allow disabled people 
actually sail and race the 
boat themselves, instead of just 
being taken for joy rides. 
& ‘After all, there are few 
enough sporting activities in 
which they can compete on 
_ equal terms with able bodied 
people.’ 
Up till now the problem 
as been moving across the 
‘boat during tacking. Mr 
Davies sought the help of a 
eighbour, Mr John Cook, a 
_ technician at University Col- 
lege, Swansea, and together 
a they designed a seat, mounted 
OM a swinging arm, and con- 
“nected by means of an endless 
chain device to a winch situ- 
_ ated in the centre of the boat. 
The winch is operated by a 
ear steering wheel, and as the 
boom swings over, the crew 
_ turns the wheel to bring the 
_helmsman across to the oppo- 
site side. 
The seat is fitted to the 
inner transom of the Westerley 
_ Wayfarer dinghy; and the only 
2 _ modification to the boat is the 
- Strengthening of this inner 
transom by means of a marine 
ply sandwich. Mr Ian Proc- 
for, Secretary of the Wayfarer 
_ Sailing Association, says he 
thinks the seat will ~ not 
infringe the class rules. 
- After testing the seat off the 
- Mumbles, Mr Davies said: ‘It 
works well. But I am hoping 
that Mr Ken Roberts, an RYA 
instructor who is also para- 
plegic, will test sail it to make 
Sure that it really does the job 
it’s designed to do.’ 


; Whitecable 


EMLYN DAVIES, lett, and John Cook take the proto- 
type converted Wayfarer for a test sail off the Mumbles. 
During a later demonstration the dinghy capsized, when 
the seat proved to be no a hazard. 


Suffolk, for instance, 
Anne Saunders, Karon Hines 
and Joy Moore, all 11-year- 
olds from Benhall, organised a 


in East Anglia, two 


Norwich Spastics Association 
with the £58 proceeds of a 
jumble sale held in the garden 
of Julie’s home. 

To the West, three other 
schoolgirls held a bring and 


Worcestershire. They | were 
Christine Etsmore, 13, and her £200 
sister Lynne, 15, who together 
| with Joanne Dalton, 12, worked 
all the year round making soft 
toys for the event. They made 
a profit of £41 for the Kidder- | Trigg, who also give free riding 
minster Spastics Society. lessons to the spastic children, 
In Preston, Lancashire, six | once a week, 


Children raise funds 
with holiday events 


GENEROUS youngsters — in 
many different areas have once local 
again given up part of their 
holidays to raise 
money for spastics, 


son, both 11, 


which brought in 


aged 15, Julie 


Plumstead and Valerie Warnes, 


the Norfolk and 


PROCEEDS 


in Kidderminster, Stables, near 


Centre. This 


SECOMETRIC 


BUILDING SYSTEM 


| Insulated Buildings Ltd. 
7 Cambridge Street, Wolverhampton Phone 56633 


LOOSE LEAF 
SPECIALISTS 


Whitecable Limited 


Wilson Road, Huyton, Near Liverpool 


Telephone: 051-489 4406 
Telegrams: ‘WICAB’ L’pool 


The modern permanent industrialised structure, 
Speedy, inexpensive and versatile. 
Used widely for Hospital projects, Social Clubs, 
Canteens, Schools, Office Blocks. 


children raised money for the 
Spastics’ 
Gillian Dark and Elaine Simp- 
contributed £25 
from a white elephant stall, 
while Christopher and John 
Nickson, together with Stephen 
amd Jacqueline McCall held 
a garden fete which earned 
£34. Ali the youngsters were 
afterwards invited to visit the 
centre so that they could see 
for themselves how their dona- 
tions would be used. 


Horse show 


show at Coltspring Riding 


fordshire; amounted 
for Watford Spastics 


show held in aid of the centre 
by stable owners Mr-and Mrs 


| 
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Jobs plight of handicapped 


THE plight of the out-of-work, 
on-the-dole school, leavers has 
hit the headlines recently—and 
rightly so. Reaction has come 
from many sections of the 
community. Teachers, careers 
officers, local councils—one 
council created jobs especially 
to cope with the problem, 
Trade unionist, Jack Jones, 
decried ‘this waste of British 
youth,’ pledging union help. 
Yet within the broad sec- 
tion of the out-of-work schoo! 
leaver is the smaller group, 
the handicapped school leaver. 
For this section of British 
youth, being out of work will 
come as no surprise at all. 
Generations of handicapped 


| people have faced the same 


problem, and by today’s stan- 
dards, have practically gone 
unnoticed. 

There’s grave concern at the 
moment, that our young people 
will become ‘dispirited, ‘de- 
graded,’ ‘apathetic’ - through 
lack of work. For the handi- 
capped these feelings magnify. 
Some disabled may give up the 
search for employment, many 
more will be 20, perhaps 30, 
before they have their first 
job. 

As a Spastic person myself, 
I well remember my 18-month 
search for employment, That 
was 12 years ago—long before 
the jobs crisis in Britain—and 
I recall, vividly, how relieved 
I was to get a job. I wouldn't 
like to be job hunting now. 
Opportunities for the handi- 
capped are scarce. 

, Sometimes I listen to the 
news, and I’m astounded by 
the wage claims made by 
unions. I get angry, too, 
because I know there’s a vast 
number of disabled people 


POW days 


I HAD to write and say how 
much [ enjoyed the article 
about the experiences of the 
society’s chairman as a pm- 
soner of war. I was a PoW 
myself, and the story vividly 
brought back the days of 
excitement, comradeship, hun- 
ger sometimes, humour often, 
and of the escape attempts 
which kept our guards con- 
tinnally frazzled! 1 sometimes 
felt that they had a sneaking 
admiration for our ingenuity, 
and certainly there were no 
real hard feelings on either 
side when we fooled them of 
they ‘nicked’ us. Thank you 
for a gripping article, and I[ 
feel | know our chairman now, 
though I have never met him 
personally. 


‘Ex-Stalag Type’ 
(name and address 
supplied), 
Colchester, Essex. 


school 


who would willingly work for 


less—given the chance, and 
physical ability to do so. 

It is right that we should feel 
deep concern for our unem- 
ployed youth. We should also 
be equally concerned about 
the handicapped among them. 
Modern treatment, training 
and education make if possible 
for many disabled people to 
seek a career. How wasteful 
—and grim—if it’s to be ‘hard 
leisure for life.’ 

All disabled people ask is for 
a fair share of the job oppor- 
tunities going, and a fair hear- 
ing at. an interview. While 
some prospective employers 
are very good in this respect, 
others are less than fair. 

Sadly, the youth of today 
are just discovering what we, 
the disabled, have known and 
accepted for a long while: 

To have a job is to have 
‘the privilege of working.’ 
Mrs Janet Swanton, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, 

Essex. 


Pity the poor 
pedestrian! 


WHILE the mobility debate 
continues to rage, may I put 
in a word for the poor 
pedestrian? 

There are many pensioners, 
slowed down by old age and 
unable to afford a car, or 
younger people, like me, who 
‘cannot drive because of poor 
hand co-ordination, yet who 
are not disabled enough to 
qualify for the mobility 


eavers 


allowance. Most of us are 


perfectly: happy to go on 
travelling by public transport 
where it exists and to walk for 
short distances — if only the 
motorists will let us. But such 
consideration is becoming in- 
creasingly rare and nowadays 
the pedestrian seems to be 
regarded as some kind of 
freak with no right to be using 
the streets at all. 

Very few drivers will stop 
at zebra crossings, many will 
‘jump the lights’ if there is ne 


vehicle actually about to cross — 


their path and never mind the 
rheumaticky old lady trying to 
reach the other side while the 
lights are still green, Traffic 
lights at busy crossroads are 
virtually useless for the pedes. 
trian, anyway, as there is 
generally a constant stream of 
traffic rushing round the corner 
as if fleeing from some im- 
minent catastrophe. Carelessly 


parked vehicles (encroaching: 


even on to the pavement) are 
also a menace to the walker 
and especially to blind people. 

The worst driving I have 
ever seen occurs daily on a 
wide station forecourt at ‘the 
junction of three busy roads, 
where cars set down and pick 
up railway commuters. Many 
of these commuters live 
within a mile of the station yet 


are driven there and back 


daily. If only more able- 
bodied people would walk 
over these short distances they 


would be a lot healthier and 


the roads would be safer for 
everybody, including the dis- 
abled, 

Disabled Pedestrian, 
Harrow, 

Middx. 


SYLVANIA 
PRIVATE HOTEL 


BEL-ROYAL, JERSEY, CHANNEL ISLES 


ALL ROOMS CENTRALLY HEATED 

BEAUTIFUL LOCATION FOR MILD © 

WINTER HOLIDAYS 
EXCELLENT VARIED CUISINE. 


Brochure from Mr & Mrs A. J. BALL 
Tel: 0534 25347 


With the compliments of 


GLAMAL ENGINEERING 
LTD 


Specialists in Carbon and Alloy Steel 


Flanges and Fittings 

BENTLEY AVENUE, COWPEN LANE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
BILLINGHAM, TEESSIDE 

Telephone : Stockton 560396 - 562024 STD 0642. Telex 58291 
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BLEWIS 
& SHAW 
(PVC) 
LIMITED 


Blewis and Shaw (PVC) Limited, Woodley, Near 

Reading, one of the largest PVC Container Manu- 

facturers in the South, welcome employment enquir- 
tes from all levels. 


For further information on how to join an expanding 
and progressive Company telephone or write to... 


R. J. Anderson, Personnel Manager, 
BLEWIS & SHAW (PYC) LIMITED, 
Headley Road East, Woodley, Reading, Berks 
Tel: Reading 692811 


UNION BROS. 


EXPERTS IN DANGEROUS DEMOLITIONS 


We supply Hard Core Brick Rubble, Secondhand Timber, Doors 
and all Demolition Materials 


22 ROOKERY LANE :: LINCOLN 


Phone: LINCOLN 26805 (Day and Night) 
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Demolition 
Contractors 
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Pottery, Clay Modelling 
and Sculpture ? 


We can supply all-equipment and 
materials required for this 
fascinating and relaxing hobby at 
very competitive prices 


Please write for free advice and illustrated 
catalogue. 


Customers are welcome at our claymines 
atid factories... 


POTCLAYS LTD 


Brickkiln Lane, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent 
Telephone: 29816 
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Thompson-Howes 


Ltd. 


ROOFING CONTRACTORS 
AND MERCHANTS | 


PO BOX 2 

_ 80 VASTERN ROAD 

READING, BERKS RG1 8BJ 
Telephone: 52428/9 
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Dean Court Hotel 


has 26 bedrooms, all of which have... 


* PRIVATE BATHROOM 


(OR SHOWER) 


* TELEPHONE 
* RADIO 
* COLOUR TELEVISION 


There is central heating throughout. The hotel prides 

itself on its cuisine and the first consideration of all 

members of the staff fis the comfort and well being of «9 
the guests. 


Duncombe Place, York YO1 2EF 
Telephone 0904-25082 
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Geo. Houlton & Sons Ltd. | 


HULL’S LEADING BUILDERS FOR OVER 


90 YEARS 
>) SPECIALISTS 
a , IN 
atte rat 
BUILDING || 
PROJECTS |) 


MORE CONTROL — FAST CONSTRUCTION 
BETTER FINISH — LESS MAINTENANCE 


- VALUE FOR MONEY - 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE 
‘HOULTON’ SERVICE, CONTACT | 


Geo. Houlton & Sons Ltd. | 


HYPERION STREET, HULL 20486 q 
‘Specialists in Building Systems’ - | 
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SUMMER helper Sharon Steggles helps Nicholas Croydoy 
while brother and sister Christopher and Victoria Dent sharps’ 
Harrison sits in the wheel. 


MRS Margaret Cresswell, the Head of the East Anglian 


o 
Family Help Unit, with an armful of twins—George and 
Paul Tatum, aged three." a ra nm ei E 


Spastics News visits the ks 


WHEN Margaret Family Help Unit ina cor- qe 
Cresswell left the ner of the old East Anglian ; 5 
Society’s school, Ing- town quaintly named jy 


‘Shaker’ pel 

field Manor in Sussex, ee ae i 
h opened four years ago and ™ 
where she-had taupnt = “ane 7) ore tees others, at fies 
for seven years, she got Plymouth, Nottingham and — 


halfway down the drive Southampton, taking child- dha 
d “Bawled ren up to the age of 16, wie 
an awie my eyes The unit at Oxford is for at a. 


out.” Two days later those aged 14 and onwards. "i 


Up 


: . 
she took u Margaret is very definite 4) 
P her new about the unit’s aims—‘We |; 


post as Head of the never refuse a child because of ; ie 
Famil ! . ‘nits handicap, and we feed his 
Y Help Unit in them, clean them and _ love “tie. 
Bury St Edmunds, them just as their parents do, , | 
Suffolk Very often the child is not | 
: really aware that we are not 
A year later she recalls: their Mummy. Before the 
‘It was a pure fluke really child comes to stay we have a 


; long chat with the parents 
—my husband’s a teacher about routines, medicines 1° 


and was moying up here to difficulties, pet names for "Mi 


a new school when one of different things and so on, and ab fh 
at first the child may come for 


the physiotherapists at a long weekend or a week, to 
Lingfield brought in a __ see how they get on. 


wd 


ee 


J : magazine with this job 
SARAH BEWSHER, pushed by Sharon Steggles, leads 2¢VeTtSed. I am ashamed HOMELY abl 
the way for a walk with, left to right, Miss Margaret ‘© S@Y I hadn’t realised : . a is 
Black and Nicky Garcia Valez, Mrs MacDonald with ‘hese units existed!” it Se 
WCeK O two- K ’ 
Wendy McGregor and Snzanee Rowe The Bury St Edmund’s not a day coe by withoul ih 


mother phoning—usually as 
early as she dares—but the 
second week we generally just 
get one or two calls! We try 
very hard to keep the unit as 
homely as possible. We hope 
the children feel that the cat- 
peted playroom which is on 
the small side and simply fur-_ 
nished, will make them feel 
they are at home and not if 
any kind of _ institutional 
building. We do have a tiled 
playroom leading off for more 
vigorous games, and the | : 
kitchen is a large family-style 
kitchen. We hated having 10 
put ‘fire door’ stickers on all & 
the doors, but we had 
because of the regulations.’ : 
The Unit can take 14 child- 
ren in the seven twin-bedded 
rooms, and in an emergency, gt 
put a fifteenth in a coh Mp 
Although a child is welcomed J 
no matter what his disability “gs 
and the unit has even taken 1 gf 
a terminal case, during the 
busiest summer _ holiday ; 
months, entry is restricted © ji 
those with cerebral palsy. The ~ 
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HOUSEPARENT Veronica Halworth makes the most of the late su 
outdoor story to (left to right) Stephen Long, Alex Forder 
a specially designed chair, Nicholas Croydon-Green, 


mmer to read an 
, Traley Jones and, Sitting in 
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GARROULDS 


The specialist shop for Career 
Wear, Nurses, Doctors, Dentists, 
Technicians, Cooks and Chefs all 
come to Garroulds who specialise 
in srofessional wear and career 


overalls 


Open 9 am to 5.30 pm Monday to Saturday. 
5 minutes from Marble Arch Underground. 
Phone 723-1001 or send for our free catalogue. 
E. & R. GARROULD LTD 
104 Edgware Road, London W2 


SNOct24 


FALKINGHAM & TAYLOR 


(VENDING) LTD 


Automatic Industrial Catering Specialists 
Suppliers and Opcrators of Automatic Vending 
_Machines and Vending Ingredients 
DURBAN STREET, OFF NEW CLEVELAND STREET. 
HULL. Tel: Hull 20600 (3 lines) 
Hull and East Riding’s only accredited Operators of 


S 


a ride a cock horse, MRS Lilian MacDonald, the Deputy Head, lends a hand with the paint brush to Nicholas 
see-saw, and Susan Garcia-Valez while Sarah Jane Ritchie and Suzanne Rowe try their hand at expres- 
~ sionism, 


feed himself and walk, that 
was quite an achievement, and 


| 


come .from all. over 
untry, with some areas 
more use. of the, 
than others. Sur- 


‘set up with the Essex 
“which sends many 
“We liaise closely ~ 
Nottingham Unit and 
nce we never close at 

time. If we were 
e would refer a family 
Nottingham and vice 
d then you find the 
1 go back to the unit 
attended—distance. is 
i¢ object—it is for the 
M to be happy.’ 


‘COMMUNITY 


e garden is fenced, not 
Micaded, except where it 
§ the road, and there is 
) assy bank which the more 
< enjoy’ rolling down. 
rs Lane comprises a 


hunity, since next door is 
‘al authority old people’s 
Me and not a day goes by ~ 
one of the resident’s 
Nt ask after the children 
#Ptofier some sweets. There 
School for educationally 


Ormal children across the 
} and some of the pupils 


on holiday. . They have 
already been on holiday with 
her this year and now for the 
first time since she was born 
14 years ago they are having a 
holiday alone together abroad. 

‘We try to keep a holiday 
atmosphere here for the child- 
ren. For instance we tend to 
have a regular lunch hour for 
the sake of our marvellous 
cook, Mrs Kathleen Mann, 
who herself was the mother of 
a spastic boy. Otherwise we 
have a free and easy timetable. 
We might go to Thetford to 
feed the -ducks, or if it 
wouldn’t be likely to prove too 
tiring, take them to the sea. 
After all, it is the children’s 
holiday, too. We go out look- 
ing for gifts to take home to 
mother.’ 


In the event of one of the 
children falling sick while 
staying at the unit, the local 
doctor will send them to the 
hospital if he thinks there is 


ine for parents 
ist Anglia Family Help Unit 


any cause for concern, and 
then either Mrs Cresswell, her 


_deputy Mrs Lilian MacDonald, 


or a house parent goes too. “We 
find that nurses in hospital are 
very often scared to death of a 
spastic patient, if they have 
never treated one before. They 
don’t even know how to feed 
them so we stay and do it, and 
now nurses in their third year 


at the West Suffolk come to us 
regularly as part of their 
training. 


ACHIEVEMENT 


Mrs MacDonald has been 
with the unit since it opened, 
and one of her _ proudest 
memories is of one little boy. 
‘After the first year when they 


started coming back we got to 
know them and this little boy 
in particular, we got him to 


it was beautiful to watch him,’ 
she recalled. 

Houseparent Miss Margaret 
Black used to be a governess, 
and after a lifetime working 
for the children of the rich 
and privileged she decided to 


work with those less-privileged - 


by accident of birth. Each day 


she leaves the house where she ~ 
~ Was governess to cycle the 


three miles to the unit, and it 
is Miss Black who figures on 
one of the most famous of the 
Society posters: ‘The love we 
give for nothing, the caring 
costs money.’ 

The quality of caring given 
at the unit is such that many 
of the children may never 
realise that they are away 
from home in terms of warm, 
close mothering. For the par- 
ents it is a release from the 
strain of constant vigilance, 
and gives them two precious 
weeks in which they can get 
their strength back to take on 
the rest of the year. 


Liz Cook 


When is a spastic not a spastic? 
Let us know what you think... 


THERE has been much 
criticism recently of the way 
in which the word ‘spastic’ is 


centres as a result of public 
generosity and none of these 
would continue to exist without 


use of easily-recognised labels. 
Much of the criticism is, I 
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Kirk Sandall Doncaster DN3 1LL Yorkshite 
Telephone: Doncaster 883131 


J. E. DYSON & SON LTD 


BELAZ 


4 ; suspect, voiced by the able- 
over during the term to being used, both in this news- it. If we now changed our bodied who are being over- 
f2 hand and broaden their paper and other Society title to, for example, the sensitive on our behalf. 1 The Glass Centre : 
ae ‘The girls do | jiterature. Cerebral Palsy Society, it myself suffer from a mild form . 
Bc work and the. boys Some critics wish to see the would only confuse ordinary of cerebral palsy. Medically The Conge, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 4 
Be Jupe, the handyman, word used solely as an adjec- members of the public. They speaking, I am not a spastic “ 
e garden. It is all part of tive rather than a noun (ie would no longer recognise it ¢ all, but an athetoid (an Tel: Great Yarmouth 3128-4604 
meend sharing. ‘spastic person’), although per- as the cea Set bse athetoid person?). However, in ‘ 
i@ : sonally I fail to see what tions would dwindle accord- my professional capacity as ij 
= HOLIDAY difference that would make fy bee ii . - re tee News reporter I have YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING ; 
‘ except to clutter up our long- HROUDIOaLY ae oe OE no objection to being labelled i" 
ie ; sombre language still further. ‘spastic’ is worth millions of tg enti (noun) if . makes SPECIALISTS Ss 
ost of the children attend Others would like to do pounds in fund-raising terms  jife any easier for the poor 
schools or units | away with ‘spastic’ as a defini- and while most of that lovely man-in-the-street, bombarded A Complete Glass Service : ; 
fen 9 am and 3 pm each | tion altogether, because strictly money Is being used directly ~ on all sides as he is by the : Pi 
. : 4 , speaking, it refers to only one to help the cerebral palsied, —_ pseudo-medical jargon of the Float — Sheet — Figured — Wired — Horticultural — Safety + 
Which is really a very type of cerebral palsy. That we are hardly in a position to welfare workers. mes aa 
break for the parents— | Would be fine if only we had quibble about labels. Seadlig News tor should i Specialised Glasses ‘ 
jally if they are having | thought of it 23 years ago I agree that ‘spastic’ is a be Spastle Donslite: News?) Double Glazed Units — Armour Clad, Cast and Float We 
Rights. Stephen’s parents | when the Society was born. depersonalising label, but so sanld bectaterested to hear. dhe Armour Plate — Glass: Blocks <= Glas Domes = Bent Glas 3 
sleeping in three hour | But since that time an im- are such concepts as ‘the : —" 
s 5 49 G 9 éo8 views of other cerebrally .  : 
Iso that they could turn | mense amount of public good- _ blind, the nae ete parent calsied peraona-on’the-tubiéct. Glass Processing tag 
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$a ripple bed and for | the word ‘spastic.’ Any. organisation which sims “sind let us know what you ili ilveri Acid Embossi ae 
rst time they can sleep. Over the years, the Society to help a certain section of the : Brilliant Cutting — Silvering — Acid Embossing 3 
little girl has been here | and its local groups have set community is forced to define es Decorative — Sand Blasting - 
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our concern 1s to help the incontinent patient 
maintain his confidence. 
One word solves the problem — INCO. 
The combined range of Inco products offers a 
plete protective system that aids both the patient 
| —and the nurse. 
Nco garments- made of supple PVC. with a 
convenient drop-front for easy changing in seven 
_adjustable sizes to ensure a perfect individual fit. 
NEW INCO pull-on pants — especially suitable for with either Inco garments or Bulicon P | 
arthritic and the more. ambulant patients made in five inco Pads —~ for the protection of bed: and chairs — are 
sizes. The elasticated legs and waist give the highly absorbent with soft high- wet strength covers 
oe | _ s~ wearer complete protection. and waterproof backing. | 
Both g garments are washable, waterproof, suitable for 
| either Sex and permanently size marked. 


G 
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YOU have to be very 
important to be invited to 
Boscombe, Down, _ the 
Ministry of Defence Aero- 
plane and Armament 
Experimental _Establish- 
ment in Wiltshire. 


As a rule visitors are 
very much top brass— 
‘NATO Big Wigs and all 
that sort of jazz’ explained 
Terry Heffernan, of the 
scientific staff. However, 


Woe during the summer holi- 

oes ™ days the Experimental 

MARK BEST fits earphones to his son Mark, while Mrs Station, where much of 
Pat Brown shows a pair to Peter Kennedy with Leslie the work is top secret, 


Morris and Dennis Bartlett in the background. 


ae 


entertained some special 


SERS 


FRED SHEARS in wheelchair, Andrew Sutton, Mrs Shears and Samantha Gordon, Mrs 


Munroe, John Sutton, David Gordon and Mrs Smith crowd into the fuselage of one of 


the many planes they were taken fo see. 


Children stretch 
_ their wings at 
_top secret base 


guests—18 children from 
the Salisbury and District 
Spastics Association. 

They were specially asked 
along by the head of the 
establishment, Air Commodore 
A. D. Dick, a friend of the 
Association’s Chairman, Mrs 
Joyce Smith, and the visit was 
organised by Reg Mortimer. 

Soon the children were see- 
ing all that there was to see— 
providing it was not top secret. 
There was one of the krgest 
Comet jet aircraft which had 
been transformed into a flying 
laboratory, into the cockpit of 
which they were lifted by 
ground crew. They saw a 
simulated flight and in return 
showed the establishment a 
model of the Association’s 
new project. 


Paddling their | 


own canoes 


A GROUP of disabled people 
and care staff learnt to paddle 
their own canoes this summer 
in a new recreational venture 
held by The Spastics Society. 
The 15 participants (11 of 
whom were disabled) lived 
under canvas in the grounds 
of Maristow House, Plymouth, 
Devon, for a week while they 
were taught the art of canoe- 
ing. Volunteer instructors 
from the Royal Navy; Royal 
Marines and the —-Port of 
Plymouth Canoe Club gave 
lessons and supplied the 
equipment free of charge. 
One person, however, who 
missed the training sessions 
on Plymouth Sound and the 
Tamar estuary was Mrs B. 
McGregor, wife of a teacher 
at Ullenwood Manor School. 
She accompanied her husband 
on the course and then volun- 
teered to spend the whole week 
slaving in the kitchen. 
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‘THIS is your Captain, David Gordon, speaking.’ David 
did not get to take off this trip but sitting in the pilot’s 
jump seat was one of the many treats to be enjoyed. 


RICHARD MUFFET takes over the contro] of an 


ar- 


craft refuelling tanker with Andrew Benson, under the 


watchful eye of one 


of the Establishment staff. 


ANDREW CUNNINGHAM 


(South Wales) 


CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
OF TENNIS COURTS and 
RECREATIONAL GROUNDS 


FENCING SPECIALISTS and 
PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS 


95 Donald Street 


Roath Park, Cardiff 


24-hr Recordcall 


@ BASKETRY 

e STOOL SEATING 
@ SOFT TOYS 

e LAMPSHADES 

e JEWELLERY 


MARQUETRY 


Cardiff 43905 


SNOct26 


For all your HANDICRAFT MATERIALS 


FRED 


Send for price list 


ALDOUS LTD 


DEPT G.C.A, 37 LEVER STREET 
MANCHESTER M60 1UX 
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‘AGM, 


His merit 


_rewarded 


ANDREW OLIVE, 13, of 
Sapcote, Leicestershire, has 
received the Chief Scout’s 
Commendation for Meri- 


torious Conduct. The 
certificate, handed over by 
Colonel Martin, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Leicester- 
shire, at the county’s Scout 
praised Andrew’s 
courage in overcoming his 
spastic disability. 

Andrew, who has the 
Scout Standard and Fire- 
man’s Badge, is now on his 
way to gaining the 
Advanced Scout Standard 


qualification. 


Picture by courtesy 
of Hinckley Times. 


Disabled drivers protest about 
new mobility scheme 


THE Disabled Drivers’ 
Association plans a mass 
lobby of MPs at the House 
of Commons shortly to 
protest against the ‘new 
mobility scheme over 
which, it considers, the 
Government has ‘misled 
thousands of disabled 
people. 


‘Once the £5 weekly allow- 
ance is brought in next Janu- 
ary, says the Association, many 
benefits now afforded to the 
disabled will be withdrawn. 
For example, four-wheeled cars 
will no longer be issued to 
people in certain categories, 
such as haemophiliacs, mothers 
of young children and married 
couples who are both disabled. 
The Ministry minis currently 


| on issue, will not be replaced 


when they wear out. The less 
severely disabled will receive 


—— 


no mobility help at all in the 
future and there are fears that 
many may lose their jobs as a 
result. 


Although people will be able 


to choose between the cash 
allowance and the invalid 
tricycle, the DDA says that 


those on a low income will still 
have no choice because £5 a 
week is totally inadequate to 
purchase and run a_e car. 


Therefore most drivers will be - 


forced to continue using the 
three-wheeler, regarded in 
many quarters as a_ highly 
dangerous vehicle, 

The DDA also points out 
that the new allowance is tax- 
able and could leave drivers of 
ordinary cars little better off, 


as it will be worth only £3.25 


per week to those paying 
income tax at the standard 
rate. Disabled car owners, 


formerly exempt from Excise 
duty, will no longer receive 
this concession after January 
1976, and the Association says 
many of them would be pay- 
ing the Government more in 
petrol taxes, VAT, ete, than 
they would receive from the 
new allowance. In addition, 
there has been no assurance 
that the grant would keep pace 
with inflation. 

If you wish to attend the 
mass lobby at the House of 
Commons, write for details to 
the Disabled Drivers’ Associa- 
tion, Ashwellthorpe, Norwich 
NR16 LEX. 


‘Cash not cars plan will help 
many more — Minister 


MR ALF MORRIS, 
Minister for the Disabled, 


spoke about the Govern- 
ment’s latest mobility 
policy when he opened a 
new unit for the disabled in 
Somerset. The unit, called 
Alfred Morris House, has 
been purpose-built for 
younger disabled people at 
Musgrove Park Hospital, 
Taunton, 

At the opening ceremony, 
Mr. Morris said that since the 
news of the £5 allowance had 
been announced, there had 
been much publicity about 
mobility for the disabled and 


this was his first opportunity 
to comment on the matter. 
He said, ‘The defects of the 
present system have attracted 
far more publicity than our 
new policy by which it is to be 
replaced. He added that the 
policy for the future would 
-be cash and not cars and would 
benefit about 100,000 severely 
disabled people who cannot 
drive a vehicle of any kind. 
Disabled drivers would — be 
able to choose between the 
cash payment of £260 a year 
or the three-wheeler invalid 
car which was only being 
retained for those who wanted 
or needed a specialised vehicle. 
Mr Morris pointed out that 


Were always 


ofa 


-infavour 


worthwhile 


Cause. 


(Value & Quality are the ones weve tamous for) 


a 


the present system gave no 
help to many people whose 
disabilities meant they could 
neither drive nor walk, for 
example, those with arthritic 
or neurological disorders. 
Under the new. scheme these 
people would receive mobility 
help for the first time ever. 


While nearly 40,000 people 
qualified for’! the Invalid 
Tricycle, past surveys” had 
shown that the ‘left outs’ were 
vastly more numerous. These 
included all severely disabled 
children and adults who were 
just as much in need of help 
as disabled drivers, if not 
more. 

Said Mr Morris. 
homebound = disabled person, 
oppressed by loneliness, the 
controversy about three- or 
four-wheeled vehicles is 
wholly academic.’ 

He went on to say that he 
fully understood the criticisms 
that £260 a year was not 
enough to run a car, but it had 
been a question of priorities. 
Even though the Government 
had decided -to treble the 
amount of money to be spent 
on mobility for the disabled, a 
choice still had to be made. 
Should it all be spent on pro- 
viding cars instead of tricycles 
for those fit enough to drive 


‘For the 


themselves, or should mobility . 


help be extended to tens of 
thousands of people previously 
denied it? It was just not pos- 
sible in the present economic 
difficulties to pay a. large 
enough allowance for all dis- 
able people to buy and run 
their own car. 

Referring to the Invalid 
Tricycle, Mr Morris stated: ‘I 
accept that the three-wheeler 
driver must appear to be less 
safe than the disabled driver 
of an ordinary car. But 
experienced drivers have told 
me that they know both their 
own capabilities and those of 
their vehicles, and they judge 


for ~ themselves. . . 2? The 
Government, far from trying 
to hide the facts, had pub- 


lished various reports on the 
performance of the  three- 
wheeler and would continue to 
publish further safety figures 
as they came along. 


Clean sweep 


THE Penthouse Pet who sent 
the Lion pub’s pile of pennies 
flying in Sittingbourne High 
Street, Kent, also set customers 
to work sweeping. For the 
pile was so heavy that it tore 


through the cloth held to catch 


it. 

Once the dust-pan was 
emptied, the sweepings totted 
up to £511.19, which brings 
publicans Roy and Maggie 
Read’s fund-raising to £1 ,100 
in four years, 


Mi 
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Billy’s holiday choice 


was swinging Chelsea 


BILLY McGOWAN, a 24- — set out edch Hay on a va 

year-old resident of the programme Of visits whic i 
Society's Drummonds Centre Rotarians had laid on. He m 
in Essex, spent a holiday to the Fulham’ football tear ; 


training ground, w 


remember this year by cour- _ their 
was . presented with | 


tesy of Kensington and Chelsea he 


ip 
d 

co 
& 


Council's social services players’ badge and was a gue 
department and Chelsea Rotary of the club at its match agains 
Club. Bristol City. In addition 


went swimming at Chel 
baths, attended two pop shoy 


Mr McGowan had expressed 
a wish to spend a holiday in 
the Chelsea area of London and visited Capital Radio to 
and the two organisations got see his favourite pop pro. 
together to ensure that his visit gramme being broadcast. Other — 
should be enjoyable. treats were a visit to a Police =i 

With Thamesbrook Old dog training school and shop. 
People’s home as his base, he ping in Oxford Street. 
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News about : 
the 
Spastics Pool 


ALMOST 700 steam en- 
thusiasts left Bristol 
Temple Meads on Sunday, 
September ' 14. on a rail 
tour to commemorate the 
150th anniversary cf pas- 
Senger rail travel. From 
Sheffield to Newcastle -and 
back to York the 13-coach 
train was hauled by the 
world famous ‘Flying 
Scotsman,’ and from York 
to. Sheffield by » ‘Green 
Arrow.’ 

Aboard the train were 
Spastics Pool collectors 
guests who had won prizes in 
a special competition featured 
in Top Ten’s house journal, 


12 


Westmorland House. Four 
adulis. from. The Spastics 
Society's “Meadway Works 


joined the train at Birming- 
ham as Top Ten’s. guests for 
the day. 


PICTURE below: Actor 
Michael Howard presents 
the keys of a new Vauxhall 
Chevette to Mrs R. Fur- 
‘mel at Crockett’s Motors, 
Midsomer Norton. 


and. 


GRAHAM BURGESS, the Somerset County cricketer hands over a cheque for £1,250 
to Mrs Danning and a cheque for £181 to Mr A. Priddle, who both qualified for their 
The presentation took place at the Crown and Sceptre 


prizes on the Spastics 
Inn, Taunton. 


Pool. 


CONON HOTEL 


Conon Bridge, Ross-Shire, Scotland 
Telephone: 034982 206 


Comfortable’ Two Star Hotel, 


salmon fishing. Ideal touring centre. 


14 bedrooms all with h & c water and razor sockets. 
First class cuisine and service. 


Brochure and terms on request from resident 


manageress Miss M. Cassels. 


ROPERS PLASTICS LTD 


Suppliers of Perspex, Formica, and 
all types of Plastics. 


near Conon River, 
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Plastics Fabricators and Specialists 
in cut sizes. 


134-136 Petherton Road, London NS 
Telephone: 01-226 6275 
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PICTURE above shows 
Norman Mann, David 
Brown, Edward Pilley and 
Michael Le Touche from 
Meadway Works boarding 
the Bristol Tynesitder at 
Birmingham. 


Gatto aid 
Scots Fund 


| ALMOST £500 was raised for 
| the Scottish Spastics Appeal 
a compe- 


Fund as a result of 
tition featuring Bernard Galla- 


cher, one of Britain’s top 
golfers, when he played an 
exhibition match at Lenzie 


Golf Club, near Glasgow. 


Entrants were asked to judge 


how many strokes he would 
take to complete the course, 
including two ‘disaster’ holes 
which were nominated by the 
club president as Bernard took 
his stance at the first tee. He 
played with the club captain 
while the club champion 
played Larry Marshall, chair- 


man of the Stars Organisation 


for Spastics (Scotland) — 
though only Bernard’s score 
counted, 


The winner of the compe- 
tition (members of scores of 
clubs throughout Scot- 
participated), Mr  D. 
Maclean, of 10 Torr View, 
Strathpefler, Ross-shire, 
received a matched set of Ber- 


golf 
Jand 


Gallacher personalised 
clubs, while the prize 
giant bottle of Bowmore 
whisky for the club 


selling the largest number of 


nard 
of a 


steward 


entry forms, went to Mr John 


Law, of Lenzie, 


i 


of the Spastics Pool for three years. 


Hilton Avenue, Andsell, 


Postscript 
to her 
big win 


WHEN 71-year-old “Mrs | 


Dorothy 
sented with a 


Fuller was pre- 
£10,000 
cheque in August by Mr 
‘Dorrien Belson as her first 
dividend prize in the Spas- 
tics Pool, she told our 
Chairman: ‘Of course Vil 
be making a contribution 
to the Society.’ 


And Mrs. Fuller, 
subscriber for 15 years, 


a Pools 
was 
as good as her word, For in 
early September an envelope 
marked ‘personal arrived on 
Mr Belson’s desk. Inside was 
a letter Mrs Fuller 
enclosing her cheque for £200 
for Spastics Society funds. 

As ‘Mr Belson 
both heart-warming 


encouraging to have firm sup- 


from 


‘hts 
and 


Says: 


porters like this generous and 
thoughtful dy.’ Sra ge ak 


WILTEX 


PRODUCTS 


ENTERTAINER Freddie Garrity presents a cheque for 
£2,500 to Joan Elliott, aged 21, who has been a member 


Joan, who lives at 


plans to spend some of the 
money on having driving lessons and will save the rest. 


- Swinging ates 


CUSTOMERS at the Paul Pry 
Inn, Kidderminster, Worces- 
tershire, have collected over 
£100 for The Spastics Society's 
nearby Kyre Park Centre. The 
money was spent on outdoor 
swinging hammocks which 
were much appreciated by the 
centre’s residents during the 
fine summer weather. 


Nice bairns 


CHILDREN from the Sightill 
area of Edinburgh have raised 
£23 for the Scottish Spastics 
Appeal by holding a jumble 
sale. Those taking part were 
James O'Neill, 13, Derek 
Crawford and Stephen Burt, 
both 12, Derek Spence, Garry 
Burrell and David Campbell, 
all aged 11. 


ABOVE: Dennis Muck- 
low, of Radford Semele, 
Leamington Spa, smiles as 
he reads his letter of con- 
gratulations on winning 
£5,000 on the first dividend 
of the Spastics Pool. 


1964 
van with elevated 
Adapted for wheel- 
passenger with easy 


FOR . Morris 
Mini 


root. 


sale: 


chair 
access rear doors and win- 
dows at convenient Jevel. 
Van in order 
throughout. MoT to March 
1976. Easy to park, 
economical to run. £250 
ono.—Miss B. Sheer, 129 
Muswell Hill Road, Lon- 
don N10 3HS. 


excellent 


James & 
Watkins | - 


LIMITED 


Wholesale Butchers and f HK 
Contractors for Local 
Authorities are pleased 
to support the 


SPASTICS SOCIETY 


Afan Way, Port Talbot, 
Glamorganshire, Wales 
Tel: Port Talbot 


(STD 06396) 3046 | | 
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Makers of 
FINOPLAS 
The Plastic 
Tissue Paper 
and 
TUFFREEL 
for the 
Building Trade 


Telephone: Louth 4771 
Telex: 56108 


C. K. Addison 


and Company Limited 
High and Low Density 
Polythene Film 


Support this Cause 
SNOCT8 


Finishers of Plastic Components to the Trade, Hand and Auto Guyson 


Drilling and Tapping 


Manufacturers of Helical PYC Power Cables, Cable Forms and Harnesses 


Works: WILTEX PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Assembly etc 


29 PORCHESTER ROAD, NOTTINGHAM NG3 6JH. Telephone Nottingham 54758 


LIMITED 


And }11 


ROMAN BANK, SKEGNESS. 


Telephone Skegness 4051 
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New life for Vietnam orphans 


SENIOR physiotherapist Mrs Barbara Gingell, working 
with little Binh. 


HUNG takes his first steps in learning to walk; with the 
help of physiotherapist Miss Monica Brewer. 


: SNAP! Luom enjoys a game of cards with his physiotherapist Mrs Pat Naylor. 


Every local group for spastics 
welcomes new volunteers. Could 
YOU help? Your local group is: | 


Future 
brightens 
for war 
victims 


VERY little happiness 
sprang from the Viet- 
nam war..And as the 
Communists closed in 
on Saigon in the spring 
of this year, the picture 
for four little orphans 
seemed blacker than 
for most. 

They are two girls, Binh 
and Thi Yen, and two 
boys, Luom. and Hung— 
all of them severely handi- 
capped spastics. They 
were receiving no special- 
ised treatment at the 
Roman Catholic orphan- 
age which was their home. 
Saigon does not exactly 
abound with physiothera- 
pists. 5 

Then came hope. It 
dropped from the skies’ in 
the form of an_ aircraft 
especially chartered by the 
Daily Mail to bring about 
100 orphans back to Eng- 
land and safety. Among 
them were the four spastic 
children. 

Soon the children settled 
into the Ockenden Venture’s 
Kilmore House, at Camberley, 
Surrey. And after hearing 
that they were spastics, The 
Spastics Society offered help, in 
the way of regular treatment. 

In September Binh, Luom, 
Hung and Thi Yen began regu- 
lar treatment at the White 
Lodge Children’s Day Centre, 
at Chertsey, Surrey. The 
Centre is supported by the 
North Hants and West Surrey 
Spastics’ Society, the North 


West Surrey Group and the 
South West Surrey Group. 


_ 


It’s all 


Twin success 


TWINS, Jennifer and Jeffrey 
Cousins, aged 23, of South- 
West London, between them 
raised the fantastic sum 
£107.25 during a 
sponsored walk. 


of 
10-mile 


Jeffrey, a spastic, is now in 
his fourth year at Lough- 
borough University. 

Money raised on the walk 
was divided ~ between the | 
London Regional Fund and 
the South West Middlesex 


THE four Vietnamese children prepare fo 


seen SST LAG : 


a hard day’s work with their 


physio- 


i i i With them is Mrs 
therapists. They are, left to right, Luom, Hung, Binh and Thi Yen. 
Jill McLaren, the nurse in charge of handi capped children at the Ockenden Venture’s 


Kilmore House, Camberley, Surrey. 


are, but they are thought to be about seven or eight. 


None of the children can 
walk properly. But with the 
help of physiotherapists they 
are now learning to stand and 
to take a few steps with a 
walking aid. Said senior 
physiotherapist Mrs Barbara 
Gingell, who was working with 
Binh: ‘She has- very bad 
callouses on her elbows and 
knees, which suggests she has 
spent a great deal of time on 
the floor in the past. One of 
our first jobs is to get the 
children up on their feet. 

‘Binh is very bright. I think 
she’s brilliant. Part of her 
treatment is learning to thread 
cotton reels, which she now 
does very well. 

“Of course there is a prob- 
lem with the language. And 
Binh would have speech diffi- 
culties any way because of her 
handicaps. But she seems to 
understand a lot of what I say 
to her? 

Just how long the children 
will remain in Britain is uncer- 
tain. The understanding with 
the Vietnamese Government is 
that they will return just as 
soon as treatment faciliies are 
available. 

But it is unlikely that these 
facilities will be |,ovided for 
a very long time, in a country 
which. is licking its wounds 
after years of warfare. And 
by that time the children may 
well have been integrated into 
the Kritish way of life, 


Spastics Society, | 


More cash for 
Family Fund 


MR. ALFRED. MORRIS, 
Minister for the. Disabled, 
announced in September that 
the Government is to provide 
a further £2m for the Family 
Fund. 


Mr Morris, who was visiting 
the Chailey Heritage Hospital 
School in Sussex to see severely 
handicapped children using the 
new Possum _ equipment 
said that the decision to pro- 
vide a further £2m to. the 
Rowntree Trust’ which 
administers the Family Fund 
for severely disabled  child- 
ren was not an easy one in the 
present very difficult economic 
circumstances. ‘The question 
was whether the Fund should 
stay in existence,’ he said, 
‘When it was set up, the pre- 
vious Government gave £3m. 
We added a further £3m in 
December of last-year. This 
second allocation will all be 
spent by November of this 
year.. I was determined to see 
the Fund did survive and it is 
a matter of great personal 
pleasure to me that it will be 
continuing,’ 
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I¢s not known for sure how old the children 


BINH has three lessons in one with the help of physio- 


therapist Mrs Betty Wheatley. 


By placing coloured cray- 


ons in a basket, she learns the ‘in and out’ concept, her 
colours, and how to speak English. Sharing the lesson 


is Andrea Fielden, aged six. 


There's no place 
like an ideal home - 
say handicapped 


OVER 200 spastic men 
and women from all over 
Britain attended the sixth 
‘62 Clubs Conference held 
at Reading University on 
Saturday, September 27. 
The theme of the confer- 
ence was ‘Housing for the 
Physically Handicapped.’ 

Among other subjects, dele- 
gates discussed what they con- 
sider is the ideal housing for 
disabled people who require 
total care, and how they think 
life should be lived where the 
degree of handicap is so severe 
that any type of paid employ- 
ment is ruled out, 

The conference was opened 
y the Clubs’ patron, Lord 
Energlyn. Speakers included 
an architect, Mr C. Wycliffe 
Noble, who talked about the 
need for removal:of architec- 
tural barriers if the disabled 
are to live within the com- 
munity; and Mr George 
Wilson, Director of the Central 


Council for the Disabled, who 
put the case for special hous- 
ing for the handicapped. Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, The 
Spastics Society's Director of 
Resources, projected future 
trends in services provided by_ 
the Society, 

Guest of honour at the Con- 
ference dinner was Mr Dor- 
rien Belson, Chairman of The 
Spastics Society. 

The Association of °62 Clubs 
was founded 13 years ago te 
help the handicapped towards 
more independence. It is a 
self-governing body sponsored 
and largely financed by The 
Spastics Society. It embraces 
a wide variety of views and 
inferests, with members of the 
37 Clubs throughout the 
country including patients at 
a hospital for the mentally 
handicapped as well as profes- 
sional men and women, resi- 
dents from various centres for 
the handicapped and _ those 
working in open industry. 
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td, Hastings, 
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